1857.] 


Domestic Summary. 


559 


a ragged, irregular form, and were attached to the heart by a vascular union, 
which easily yielded to a moderate traction, by which they were removed. 
These formations were preserved in alcohol, and after ten months present 
nearly the same appearance as when they were removed. 

“ The cause was now apparent. The organized substance found in the pul¬ 
monary artery, had been formed in the ventricular cavity, like those there 
found attached. By the constant action of the heart it had become detached, 
and by the very next pulsation was carried into the pulmonary artery, thereby 
cutting off the supply of blood to the lungs, left side of the heart, and brain, 
and causing immediate death by syncope. Whether these extraneous forma¬ 
tions were the result of previous disease, or were produced by the same cause 
that caused the pneumonia, can never be known ; but that inflammatory action 
of the parietes of the right ventricle had existed, admits of very little doubt; 
and that it had resulted in depositions of fibrous or coagulable lymph, seems 
equally certain. These had become organized by the extension into their sub¬ 
stance of the excited vessels of the living surface, and they had become morbid 
growths. The unusual activity of the circulatory system during the pulmonary 
disease here finds its prompter ; and the ‘sore spot at the heart’ points to the 
same exciting cause; while the great susceptibility to syncope may have been 
owing to the morbid irritability of the walls of the ventricle, and a consequent 
increased disposition to respond to the loss of its accustomed stimulus. The 
severity of the pulmonary symptoms for a while diverted attention from the 
cardiac difficulty; although my fears were frequently excited and as often ex¬ 
pressed, that the heart was participating in the abnormal changes that were 
taking place.” 

Delirium Tremens following an attack of Pneumonia. —Dr. J. J. Summerville 
reports (Transactions of the Eighth Annual Meeting of the Medical Society of 
North Carolina) the following case:— 

“J. C., a dealer in tobacco, from Patrick County, Va., aged 35 years, was 
attacked by pneumonia, May 5, 1854. This case presents nothing interesting 
in itself; and, but for the disease which made its appearance at the decline of 
the inflammation of the lungs, would not be mentioned as deserving particular 
attention. The treatment was that which I usually adopt in plain, uncompli¬ 
cated cases of pneumonia, viz., tartar emetic in doses barely tolerated by the 
stomach during the day, with calomel and Dover’s powder at night, vs., 
cups, etc. 

“On the sixth day there were all the indications of approaching convalescence. 
On the seventh I found him up, and he stated to me that he was quite well, but 
that some one had been all the morning trying to shoot him through the win¬ 
dow. The people with whom he was living told me that he had been walking 
about the yard that morning, and had seemed much annoyed and disgusted by 
the many loathsome objects which he fancied he saw on every side ; nor would 
he be persuaded that these objects existed merely in his imagination. 

“Here was a plain case of delirium tremens, and of course I made inquiry 
as to his habits of life. To my great surprise, I found that he was strictly tem¬ 
perate, seldom tasting spirits, and had never in his life been intoxicated. The 
usual treatment was instituted—brandy and opiates—until sleep was obtained. 
He continued restless and excited, with occasional paroxysms of terror, for 
about three days, when sleep overpowered him, and he recovered by degrees 
his right mind. Nothing unusual happened during his convalescence. lie was 
much prostrated at first, but soon regained health and strength.” 

Poisoning from an overdose of the Tincture of Cantharides. —Dr. H. Kelly 
reports (Transactions of the Eighth Meeting of the Medical Society of North 
Carolina) the following case of this :— 

“ The subject was a mulatto child, two years and nine months old. Its mo¬ 
ther, by direction of a phj-sician, procured an ounce of tincture of cantharides 
for her own case. An elder brother of the subject, in the absence of the mother, 
got the phial, and persuaded the child to swallow a drachm—about two-thirds 
of the contents of the phial. In a short time the child became very sick and 
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restless, with frequent efforts to vomit. Two hours and a half afterwards almost 
incessant vomiting set in, and continued fyr some two hours, when it was dis¬ 
covered that the child had taken the poison. On my arrival, five hours after 
the accident, it threw up what the parents supposed to be a worm. This, how¬ 
ever, I discovered to be the mucous membrane of the oesophagus entire, which 
I have preserved in alcohol. It was 41 inches in length. I ordered a table¬ 
spoonful of flaxseed-tea to be given every 15 minutes, which was immediately 
rejected. Slippery elm was given, with the same result. At 8 o’clock P. M. I 
gave equal quantities of water and sweet milk, in the same dose, at intervals of 
20 minutes. This was retained somewhat longer. At 1 o’clock A. M. it remained 
from three to five minutes before rejection. 4 o’clock A. M., no urine or feces 
had been discharged. An injection of flaxseed-tea was administered, and re¬ 
peated within an hour, without bringing away any fecal matter. An injection 
of olive oil and molasses, a drachm of each, with four ounces of Castile soap¬ 
suds, was then given, by which a copious discharge of fecal matter was pro¬ 
cured ; a small quantity of urine was also passed, highly coloured, without any 
trace of blood. 2 o’clock P. M., patient better. Continue milk and water; 
every third dose flaxseed-tea or slippery elm. 10 o’clock P. M., patient retains 
drink for 10 to 15 minutes. Third day, 8 A. M., patient improving; same 
treatment continued ; drink every hour; occasionally short naps of sleep ob¬ 
tained; passed a small quantity of urine, still high coloured. After injection, 
fecal discharges, without any appearance of blood. Drinks retained 15 to 20 
minutes. 8 o’clock P. M., patient improving; drinks given alternately with 
rice-water; retained. Fourth day, 6 o’clock A. M., patient slept more during 
night; the'fever, which has been high from beginning, is abating; emesis not 
more than once every two hours. 5 P. M., patient vomited but once since last 
visit; is clear of fever; urine assuming a natural appearance, but small in 
quantity; an injection was administered, which bad the desired effect. From 
this time convalescence took place rapidly. In a week the patient was entirely 
recovered.” 

Extraordinary Obesity. —We find in the Nashville Journ. of Ned. and Surg., 
Aug., 1857, the following particulars respecting Miles Darden, whose size may 
appear almost fabulous, but the facts seem well vouched for. 

“ Mr. Darden was born in North Carolina in 1798, and died at his residence 
in Henderson County, Tennessee, January 23, 1857. lie was seven feet six 
inches high. In 1845 he weighed eight hundred and severity-one pounds, and 
at his death a fraction over one thousand pounds, and was unquestionably the 
largest man in the world, and since * those days’ in which there were giants, 
the largest man the world has produced. Up to 1853 ‘ he was quite active 
and lively, and laboured,’ after which, his fat increasing, he was compelled to 
stay at home or be hauled about in a two-horse wagon. It required thirteen 
and a half yards of flax cloth a yard wide to make him a coat. It required 
sixteen yards of cambric for his shroud, and twenty-four yards of black velvet 
to cover his coffin.” 

Exsection of the Head of the Humerus. —This operation was performed in 
June last by Prof. Geo. C. Placeman, in the case of a lad 5 years of age, 
admitted into the Commercial Hospital, with caries of the head and upper ex¬ 
tremity of the humerus. The wound healed without any untoward symptom, 
and the lad is now in good health and has a pretty good use of the limb. 
Western Lancet, Aug., 1857. 

Gelseminum Sempervirens in Gonorrhoea. — Dr. John Douglas, of Chester 
District, S. C., states (Charleston Ned. Journ., July, 1857), that “ about thirty 
years ago, I was called on, in my office, by a young man who had been suffer¬ 
ing several months with improperly treated gonorrhoea. One of my pupils 
begged me to give the case to him, observing that he could cure the most 
obstinate case in a few days with the root of jellow jessamine. A small 
handful of the root w T as put into a common junk bottle of whiskey, and the 
patient ordered, in a day or two, to fake a tablespoonful of this tincture night 



